BACK     TO     NATURE

up the square of the city being also fourteen miles
long, so that the area inside must have been three
times the size of London County. Twenty-five brazen
gates through each of the four walls gave entrance to
the city, and down through the centre flowed the
Euphrates. The river was fenced by walls on either
bank, and twenty-five gates faced each other on either
side, leading to interior streets set square as in an
American city, so that no one could lose his way.
Ferry-boats plied from bank to bank, and at one
point stood the stone piles of a bridge, across which
wooden planks were thrown by day, but removed by
night.

Round the outer walls ran an enormous trench or
moat, from which the clay had been dug to make the
unnumbered bricks required for the building of the
walls. The bricks were cemented with boiling bitu-
men or asphalt, perhaps brought from the Mosul
district of the modern oil wells. The moat was kept
full of water from the overflow of the Euphrates, and,
for further defence, another great wall with moat had
been constructed at the narrowest part between that
river and the Tigris, starting somewhere near the
Felujah bridge which I was so anxious to reach.
From the city itself rose vast edifices, between which
the river ran. On the left bank stood the main
palace of the King, rising in terrace on terrace sup-
ported upon arcaded arches, and on each terrace
gardens were laid out with shady trees and flowering
plants. On the opposite side of the city, rising to a
still greater height, stood the eight towers built over
the vast temple of the supreme god, Bel, whose statue
of solid gold gleamed in their midst. In various
parts of the city were scattered the shrines of four
thousand other gods, each with his appropriate